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Introduction

As the Information Age dawns, the volume of information available to today’s workforce is so
immense, that employees need a mechanism to find and select the data they need to make
important business decisions.

Finding the right information in databases that contain millions of pieces of information can be
a daunting task.

Oracle Discoverer 3.1 is a tool used by business people to collect data for analysis in order to
make sound business decisions. Discoverer retrieves information based upon the criteria set
by the user which has several distinct advantages:
e The user can perform ad hoc queries without help from a system administrator,
programmer etc.
e The user does not have to wade through enormous amounts of irrelevant data in
order to collect useful information
e The data can be presented in various formats

The content of this course will teach you how to select and organize information, create
calculations and conditions to be applied to the data and to present the information in a report.

During this course you will learn four major steps to accomplish your search for information in
Discoverer 3.1.

The four major steps are as follows:

Build the Workbook/Worksheet
Arrange the Data
Calculations and Conditions

Knowledge — Distribute Information Collected

Remembering the acronym BACK will help you use Discoverer 3.1 especially when you are
not using a pre-defined workbook.
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Discoverer Components

Discoverer operates in a client/server environment and has three main components:

e User Edition — the component for end users which provides the graphical interface
used to access and analyze data.

e Administration Edition — the component used by the Discoverer administrator to
design and present the subsets of data called Business Areas that end users access.

e End User Layer (EUL) — the metalayer between end users and the database.
Conceptually, the EUL resides between the database dictionary/table definitions and
User Edition; physically, it comprises a number of database tables and views.

- Discoverer is a tool that generates an SQL query based on the information the
end user picks on the graphical user interface. Thus, the end-user does not have to
understand any SQL to access and retrieve data.

Key Concept #1 Business Areas are where you look for information.

A Business Area is a set of folders containing related information with a
common business purpose. Business Areas can be set up for each
application that an organization uses (i.e. Accounts Payable, Project
Accounting, General Ledger etc.).

Using Discoverer, select the data needed for an ad hoc query, decision

Business Area support, and presentation of results (report).

Business Areas:

e Meet the specific data needs of the users

e Usually contain data from several different tables or views

e Have tables or views and their associated columns mapped to "folders" and "items
respectively

e Can contain many simple folders and complex folders

e May contain folders from one or more physical databases

¢ Include conditions, joins, calculations, formatting, hierarchy structures, and other
custom features

e May be accessible to one or many user IDs or roles; also, a user ID or role may be
granted access to many Business Areas

e Letusers access data, without having to understand the database structure
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Opening a Pre-Existing Workbook

Start Discoverer

Programs -> Oracle Discoverer 3.1-> User Edition

= | Staltl

Sign-On

1. Enter the following in appropriate fields:
Username = Your User name

Password = Your Password

Connect = Database

2. Click on Connect

Connect to Oracle Discoverer Administration Edition

~ Connection

Caonnect l
Uzemame: ;euladmin

Cancel ;
Password: !

Help i
Connect: ;

About... i
— Skatu:

Please enter your usemname, password and the database name.

Open an existing workbook

1. Click on Open an existing workbook

e The system prompts you to specify the
location of the workbook

2. Click on Database

. Workbook Wizard H=l B3

This wizard will help you open an existing workbook ar create a new ane, so
you can quickly retrieve information from the database

“what do you want to do?

ﬁl Create a new warkbook

Open an existing workbook

‘where iz the warkbook you want to open?

&I Ay Computer 9' Scheduling Manager
Database gl Fiecently Used List

< Bach | = | Dpet Cancel Help
Select the workbook you want to open
1. Double click the worksheet you wish to open Shaw: |Dracle Dizcoverer workbooks j
. Chooze a golkbook to open;
(You will be prompted to run the database query Tahn Test
. . John's Test Data
associated with the workbook) Query stats
robz dermo
Wideao Analyzis [Rental and Sales)
[ pen | Cancel | Help |
Run the query for the worksheet
Oracle Discoverer

1. Click on YES to run the query for
the worksheet

The desired workbook opens

2)

Do pou want to run the quen for the sheet "Crozstab Lavout'? |f you click Mo the sheet will be empty.
Tip: You can uze the Refresh Sheet command in the Sheet menu to run the query later.
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The Workbook Window

The workbook window displays the data in the workbook.

_;. Oracle Discoverer - [¥ideo Analysis [Rental and Sales]]

#] File Edt Y“iew Sheet Fomat Tools Graph ‘“Window Help =18
Qe EOR ADDX e |w =0 = x| €ToolBar
EMiMinMn%+—X+§|=¢<£>2V‘éAnaIysisBar

[T Afesje ¢ u|===2|& , &%= ¥ & CFomatBar

[

Analysis of Video Rentals and Video Sales

Page Iters: | (M -E TN E R4

VIdeo Rental video sale
cat pa2 po3 pad bl pa2 PG pad

$36 075 $36 638 $40,014 $42 737 $31,469 §73,182 $56,351 $112 385

$10 817 $10 A7 511 864 §12 033 $24 327 521 309 515 851 $33 499
$646 §583 $365 $910 2749 2297 §1,005 §2 536
$2733 $3,022 $2,981 53,421 $6 976 55,719 54,438 $10,418
b Dallas | [ 571 5314 a2 §a14 §1.222 5 281 2054
§2 982 $2,943 $3,230 53378 $5,999 $5723 4,117 57 371

$740 5634 §1,051 $396 §1,781 $2 284 1519 2538
m $361 5924 5343 $656 $1,370 §1,630 §513 §2,156
1,967 1,500 §1.962 51,940 4 548 §2 934 §2.997 5627
P East | $16 240 $16,609 17,799 $19 328 $35 506 $31,390 %26 536 $54 254
$3,008 $3,343 $10,350 §11 376 $21 536 $19,983 513,395 $24 F02

-

A NI Tabular Layout 3T Crosstab Layout 141 »
MU

W EHOL Q0D e 9 |w =8 i = s

Tool Bar functions include opening a new workbook, editing a worksheet, drilling data, or
sorting data. Placing the cursor on the icon displays the icon’s function.

T MM X Mn Mz | ¥

t - x+ 9 =% <=2 2>279

Analysis Bar displays data analysis tools such as adding two sums together or finding the
maximum value in a column. Placing the cursor on the icon displays the icon’s function.

[T Al j|1ﬂjﬂiu‘§ EE?&‘@;@““&?‘WT@,

Formatting Bar functions are used to change the format of the data on the screen including
font, alignment etc. Placing the cursor on the icon displays the icon’s function.

Note: The functions controlled by these icons are also available from the menus. Button

availability depends on the type of selected item. If a button is grayed, the function is not
available.
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